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DETAILED ACTION 

1 This communication is in response to applicant's amendment, which was filed 
December 06, 2006. 

2 Amendments and arguments to pending claims 1-8 and 10-34 have been 
entered and made of record in the application of Robison et al., "Control apparatus for 
automated downhole tools" filed on January 22, 2004. 

Claims 8, 12 and 18 are amended. 

Claims 2-7, 1 0-1 1 and 1 4-1 7 are the same as originally filed. 

Claims 1 and 19-33 are as previously presented. 

Claim 9 is as previously canceled. 

Claims 13 and 34 are canceled. 

Claims 1-8, 10-12 and 14-33 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

3 Claims 14 and 15 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
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in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Because, claims 
14 and 15 are improperly dependents on now canceled claim 13. 

Response to Arguments 

4 Applicant's amendments and arguments with respect to rejected claims 1-8, 10- 
12 and 14-33 have been fully considered, but are not persuasive in view of the rejection 
cited below in. their respective rejection section. The prior arts presented in the earlier 
office action have been used herein with further explanation, in account of the argument 
presented by the applicant, to further address applicant concern and to clearly show 
how the limitation of the claims are met by the same. Further, new grounds of rejections 
are necessitated by applicant's amendments. 

5 On Pages 6-8 applicant's argument with respect to the prior arts of Pia et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,890,540), Angle (U.S. Patent No. 6,431,270 B1), Geaghan et al. 
(U.S. Publication 20030063073 A1) and Zimmerman (U.S. Patent No. 6,109,357) as 
they are applied to reject independent claims 1,12 and 18 failing to disclose, teach or 
suggest the limitation are addressed in paragraphs below. 

6 On Page 7, Par. 1-3 and all subsequent applicant's argument with respect to the 
Pia et al. in view of Angle failing to disclose, teach or suggest the limitation "monitoring 
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the signal via the touch screen to confirm movement of the one or more downhole 
devices between the positions", as recited in independent claim 1 . 

7 As it was cited in the office action dated on September 07, 2006 Angle discloses 
a method of operating one or more downhole devices in a wellbore, the signal being 
computer generated based upon an operator's interaction with a touch screen (Col. 4, 
lines 37-56; Col. 7, lines 25-67; Col. 8, lines 1-34) and monitoring the signal via a 
monitor screen to confirm movement of the one or more downhole devices between the 
positions (Col. 14, lines 38-46; Col. 16, lines 61-67; Col. 17, lines 1-18). Therefore, one 
skilled in the art realizes integrating the input and out put components into one in order 
to have a touch screen for operator's interaction and monitoring the signal to confirm 
movement of the one or more downhole devices between positions would be a user 
friendly user interface. And employing a touch screen for input and output user interface 
is well known and widely used in various environments. Also, it would be economical 
and space saving to integrate the separate pieces into one component. Furthermore, 
integrating separate pieces into one is not patentable (In re Hotte, 177 USPQ 326, 328 
(CCPA1973)). 

8 On Page 7, Par. 1-3 and all subsequent applicant's argument with respect to the 
prior arts failing to disclose, teach or suggest the limitation "monitoring variables within a 
fluid control system for operating the downhole tool to confirm the state of the downhole 
tool, the variables including at least one of pressure, time, total flow, and flow rate, 
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wherein monitoring the variables comprises viewing a touch screen having 
information related to the variables" or "displaying a status on the touch screen 
indicative of the open or closed position for at least one of the plurality of downhole 
devices" as recited in amended independent claims 12 and 18, respectively. 



9 Applicant's argument with respect to claims 12 and 18 have been fully 
considered, but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejections are necessitated by 
applicant's amendments. 



Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



10 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 



1 1 The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 
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4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

v 

12 Claims 1-6, 8, 10-12, 16-26 and 33are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent of Pia et aL, (5,890,540) in view of US Patent of Angle 
(6,431,270). 

13 As to claim 1 , Pia et al., discloses a method of operating one or more downhole 
devices in a wellbore (Col. 1 , lines 3-5) comprising disposing the one or more devices in 
the wellbore (Col.. 1 , lines 6-14), the one or more devices having at least an open and a 
closed position (Col. 2, lines 10-30), providing a signal to the one or more devices to 
move between the open and the closed position (CoL 3, lines 47-67; Col. 4, lines 1-24), 
the signal being generated based upon an operator's interaction (Col. 2, lines 50-62), 
monitoring the signal to confirm movement of the one or more downhole devices 
between the positions (Col. 2, lines 62-65; Col. 4, lines 24-29). However, Pia et al., does 
not expressly disclose the signal being computer generated based upon an operator's 
interaction with a touch screen and monitoring the signal being via the touch screen. In 
the same field of endeavor, Angle discloses a method of operating one or more 
downhole devices in a wellbore, the signal being computer generated based upon an 
operator's interaction with a touch screen (Col. 4, lines 37-56; Col. 7, lines 25-67; Col. 8, 
lines 1-34) and monitoring the signal via the touch screen to confirm movement of the 
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one or more downhole devices between the positions (Col. 14, lines 38-46; Col. 16, 
lines 61-67; Col. 17, lines 1-18). 

It would have been obvious, to one skilled in the art, at the time of the invention 
to modify the method of operating one or more downhole devices in a wellbore of Pia et 
al., by incorporating the computer generated operator's interaction with a touch screen 
and monitoring the signal via the touch screen, as disclosed by Angle, in order to have a 
method of operating one or more downhole devices in a wellbore comprising disposing 
the one or more devices in the wellbore, the one or more devices having at least an 
open and a closed position, providing a signal to the one or more devices to move 
between the open and the closed position, the signal being computer generated based 
upon an operator's interaction with a touch screen, and monitoring the signal via the 
touch screen to confirm movement of the one or more downhole devices between the 
positions, because Pia et al., discloses a method of operating one or more downhole 
devices in a wellbore that may be operated and monitored from the surface to move the 
downhole devices to desired locations and confirm movement of the downhole devices 
and Angle disclose a method of operating one or more downhole devices in a wellbore, 
the signal being computer generated based upon an operator's interaction with a touch 
screen to improve quality of the displayed image. One skilled in the art realizes 
incorporating a touch screen for operator's interaction and monitoring the signal to 
confirm movement of the one or more downhole devices between positions would be a 
user friendly user interface and employing a touch screen for user interface is well 
known and widely used in various environments. Also, it would be economical and 
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space saving to integrate the separate pieces into one component. Furthermore, 
integrating separate pieces into one is not patentable (In re Hotte, 177 USPQ 326, 328 
(CCPA1973)). 

14 As to claim 2, the method of claim 1, further, Pia et al., discloses providing the 
signal to the one or more devices comprises transmitting the signal to a controller (Col. 
2, lines 15-30; 53-56). 

15 As to claim 3, the method of claim 2, further, Pia et al., discloses comprising 
moving the one or more devices between the open and the closed position (Col. 6, lines 
54-67; Col. 7, lines 1-2). 

16 As to claim 4, the method of claim 1 , further, Pia et al., discloses the one or more 
devices are operated using fluid pressure (Col. 4, lines 8-1 9). 

17 As to claim 5, the method of claim 4, further, Pia et al., discloses the signal to the 
one or more devices comprises transmitting the signal to a controller (Col. 1 , lines 12- 
14). 

18 As to claim 6, the method of claim 5, further, Pia et al., discloses placing the one 
or more devices in fluid communication with a fluid source (Col. 1, lines 12-14; Col. 2, 
lines 34-38). 
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19 As to claim 8, the method of claim 1, further, Pia et al., discloses moving the one 
or more downhole devices between the open position and the closed position (Col. 6, 
lines 56-67; Col. 7, lines 1-3). 

20 As to claim 10, the method of claim 8, further, Pia et al., discloses moving the 
one or more downhole devices comprises providing a pressure to operate a controller to 
move the one or more downhole devices (Col. 6, lines 56-67; Col. 7, lines 1-3). 

21 As to claim 1 1 , the method of claim 8, further, Pia et al., discloses moving the 
one or more downhole devices comprises providing a first pressure to operate a 
controller (Col. 5, lines 41-51), and providing a second pressure to move the one or 
more downhole devices (Col. 5, lines 51-67; Col. 6, lines 1-10). 

22 As to claim 12, Pia et al., discloses a method of monitoring operation of a 
downhole tool (Col. 1, lines 3-5), the method comprising providing a signal to the 
downhole tool (Col. 2, lines 50-65), whereby the signal causes the tool to switch 
between an initial and a second state (Col. 3, lines 47-67; Col. 4, lines 1-24), and 
monitoring variables within a fluid control system for operating the downhole tool to 
confirm the state of the downhole tool (Col. 2, lines 44-56), the variables including at 
least one of pressure, time, total flow, and flow rate (Col. 2, lines 44-65; Col. 4, lines 24- 
29). However, Pia et al., does not expressly disclose wherein monitoring the variables 
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comprises viewing a touch screen having information related to the variables. In the well 
valve control system field of endeavor, Schwendemann et al., discloses wherein 
monitoring the variables comprises viewing a screen having information related to the 
variables (Col. 8, lines 24-37; Col. 10, lines 1-68; Item 84 of figures 4 and 7-9). 

It would have been obvious, to one skilled in the art* at the time of the invention 
to modify the method of operating downhole tool of Pia et al., by incorporating the 
method of viewing a screen having information related to the variables, as disclosed by 
Schwendemann et al., in order to have a method of monitoring operation of a downhole 
tool, the method comprising providing a signal to the downhole tool, whereby the signal 
causes the tool to switch between an initial and a second state, and monitoring 
variables within a fluid control system for operating the downhole tool to confirm the 
state of the downhole tool, the variables including at least one of pressure, time, total 
flow, and flow rate, wherein monitoring the variables comprises viewing a screen having 
information related to the variables, because Pia et al., discloses a method of operating 
one or more downhole devices in a wellbore that may be operated and monitored from 
the surface to move the downhole devices to desired locations and confirm movement 
of the downhole devices and Schwendemann et al., disclose a method of operating one 
or more downhole devices in a wellbore, wherein monitoring the variables comprises 
viewing a screen having information related to the variables. One skilled in the art 
realizes incorporating a viewing screen would facilitate improved method for a real time 
monitoring of tool operatio. However, the combination of Pia et al., and Schwendemann 
et al., does not expressly disclose, the screen being a touch screen. Angle discloses a 
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method of operating downhole tool using an interactive touch screen (CoL 4, lines 37- 
56; Col. 7, lines 25-67; Col. 8, lines 1-34; Col. 14, lines 38-46; Col. 16, lines 61-67; Col. 
17, lines 1-18). 

It would have been obvious, to one skilled in the art, at the time of the invention 
to incorporating a touch screen, as disclosed by Angle, in order to have a method of 
monitoring operation of a downhole tool by viewing a touch screen having information 
related to the variables, because the combination of Pia et al., and Schwendemann et 
al., disclose a method of operating downhole devices and viewing a screen having 
information related to the variables and Angle disclose a method of operating downhole 
devices upon an operator's interaction with a touch screen. One skilled in the art 
realizes incorporating a touch screen for operator's interaction and monitoring the 
variables comprises viewing a touch screen having information related to the variables 
and employing a touch screen for user interface is well known and widely used in 
various environments. Also, it would be economical and space saving to integrate the 
separate pieces into one component. 

23 As to claim 16, the method of claim 12, further, Pia et al., discloses the downhole 
tool comprises one or more fluid control devices (Columns 2-3). 

24 As to claim 17, the method of claim 12, however, Pia et al., does not expressly 
disclose interacting with the touch screen to modify the operation of the downhole tool. 
In the same field of endeavor, Angle discloses a method of monitoring operation of a 
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downhole tool by interacting with the touch screen to modify the operation of the 
downhole tool (Col. 14, lines 38-46; Col. 16, lines 61-67; Col. 17, lines 1-18). 

It would have been obvious, to one skilled in the art, at the time of the invention 
to modify the method of monitoring operation of a downhole tool of Pia et al., by 
incorporating the touch screen to modify the operation of the downhole tool, as 
disclosed by Angle, in order to have a method of monitoring operation of a downhole 
tool by interacting with the touch screen to modify the operation of the downhole tool, 
because Pia et al., discloses a method of monitoring operation one or more downhole 
devices in a wellbore that may be operated and monitored from the surface to move the 
downhole devices to a desired locations and confirm movement of the downhole 
devices and Angle disclose a method of monitoring operation one or more downhole 
devices in a wellbore by interacting with the touch screen to modify the operation of the 
downhole tool to improve quality of the image. 

25 As to claim 18, Pia et al., discloses a method of operating a plurality of downhole 
devices in a wellbore (Col. 1 , lines 3-5) comprising disposing the plurality of downhole 
devices in the wellbore (Col. 1 , lines 6-14), each of the plurality of downhole devices 
having at least an open position and a closed position (Col. 2, lines 10-30) and in 
selective communication with a fluid source (Col. 1, lines 12-14; Col. 2, lines 34-38), 
positioning a controller in the wellbore (Col. 3, lines 47-67), generating a signal based 
upon an operator's interaction at the surface (Col. 21, lines 20-45), transmitting the 
signal to the controller (Col. 6, lines 39-42), whereby the controller places a selected 
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downhole device in fluid communication with the fluid source (Col. 2, lines 44-65; Col. 4, 
lines 24-29), and operating the selected downhole device between the open position 
and the closed position (CoL 4, lines 20-29), displaying a status on the touch screen 
indicative of the open or closed position for at least one of the plurality of downhole 
devices. However, Pia et al., does not expressly disclose displaying a status on the 
touch screen indicative of the open or closed position for at least one of the plurality of 
downhole devices. Schwendemann et al., discloses displaying a status on a screen 
indicative of the open or closed position for at least one of the plurality of downhole 
devices (Col. 8, lines 24-37; Col. 10, lines 1-68; Item 84 of figures 4 and 7-9). 

It would have been obvious, to one skilled in the art, at the time of the invention 
to modify the method of operating downhole tool of Pia et al., by incorporating the 
method of displaying a status on a screen, as disclosed by Schwendemann et al., in 
order to have a method of operating a plurality of downhole devices in a wellbore 
comprising disposing the plurality of downhole devices in the wellbore, each of the 
plurality of downhole devices having at least an open position and a closed position and 
in selective communication with a fluid source, positioning a controller in the wellbore, 
generating a signal based upon an operator's interaction at the surface, transmitting the 
signal to the controller, whereby the controller places a selected downhole device in 
fluid communication with the fluid source, operating the selected downhole device 
between the open position and the closed position, and displaying a status on the 
screen indicative of the open or closed position for at least one of the plurality of 
downhole devices, because Pia et al., discloses a method of operating one or more 
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downhole devices in a wellbore that may be operated and monitored from the surface to 
move the downhole devices to desired locations and confirm movement of the 
downhole devices and Schwendemann et al., disclose a method of displaying a status 
on the screen indicative of the open or closed position for at least one of the plurality of 
downhole devices. One skilled in the art realizes incorporating a viewing screen would 
facilitate improved method for a real time monitoring of tool operatic. However, the 
combination of Pia et al., and Schwendemann et al., does not expressly disclose, the 
screen being a touch screen. Angle discloses the signal being generated based upon 
an operator's interaction with a touch screen (Col. 4, lines 37-56; Col. 7, lines 25-67; 
Col. 8, lines 1-34; Col. 14, lines 38-46; Col. 16, lines 61-67; Col. 17, lines 1-18). 

It would have been obvious, to one skilled in the art, at the time of the invention 
to incorporating a touch screen, as disclosed by Angle, in order to have a method of 
monitoring operation of a downhole tool by displaying a status on the touch screen 
indicative of the open or closed position for at least one of the plurality of downhole 
devices, because the combination of Pia et al., and Schwendemann et al., disclose a 
method of operating downhole devices and viewing a screen having information related 
to the variables and Angle disclose a method of operating downhole devices upon an 
operator's interaction with a touch screen. One skilled in the art realizes incorporating a 
touch screen for operator's interaction and displaying a status on the touch screen 
indicative of the open or closed position for at least one of the plurality of downhole 
devices and employing a touch screen for user interface is well known and widely used 
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in various environments. Also, it would be economical and space saving to integrate the 
separate pieces into one component. 

26 As to claim 19, the method of claim 18, further, Pia et al., discloses providing a 
first fluid pressure to move the selected downhole device between the open position 
and the closed position (Col. 6, lines 56-67; Col. 7, lines 1-3). 

27 As to claim 20, the method of claim 19, further, Pia et al., discloses the signal 
comprises a second fluid pressure (Col. 5, lines 51-67; Col. 6, lines 1-10). 

28 As to claim 21 , the method of claim 20, further, Pia et al., discloses the first fluid 
pressure is higher than the second fluid pressure (Col. 5, lines 41-67; Col. 6, lines 1-10). 

29 As to claim 22, the method of claim 18, further, Pia et al., discloses the signal 
causes rotation of an actuating member of the controller (Col. 5, lines 60-67). 

30 As to claim 23, the method of claim 22, further, Pia et al., discloses a different 
downhole device is placed in communication with the fluid source as the actuating 
member is incrementally rotated (Col. 6, lines 50-67). 
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31 As to claim 24, the method of claim 22, further, Angle discloses comprising 
displaying an image representing the rotation of the actuating member on the touch 
screen (Col. 14, lines 38-46). 

32 As to claim 25, the method of claim 24, further, Angle discloses wherein the 
image comprises an indicator bar (Col. 7, lines 25-67; Col. 8, lines 1-34). 

33 As to claim 26, the method of claim 18, further, Pia et al., wherein a single fluid 
control line extends between the controller and the fluid source (Col. 1 , lines 12-14; See 
figure 4). 

34 As to claim 33, the method of claim 18, further comprising removing the controller 
fluid communication with the plurality of downhole devices by selecting an icon on the 
touch screen (Col. 5, lines 36-45). 

35 Claims 7, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent of Pia et al., (5,890,540) in view of US Patent of Angle (6,431 ,270) and 
further in view of US Publication of Geaghan et al., (20030063073). 

36 As to claims 7 and 14, the method of claims 5 and 13, however, the combination 
of Pia et al., and Angle does not expressly disclose a signal to the one or more devices 
further comprises selecting an icon representing the one or more devices on the touch 
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screen. In the field of touch panel system and method for distinguishing multiple touch 
inputs, Geaghan et al., discloses selecting an icon representing the one or more 
devices on the touch screen for electronic display systems as a replacement or 
supplement to a conventional keyboard and/or a mouse (Page 1 , Par. 0002-0003; Page 
2, Par. 0024; See figure 8). 

It would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skilled in the art, at the time of 
invention, to modify a method of operating a plurality of downhole devices in a wellbore 
the touch screen display of manipulating the one or more devices of Angle, by 
incorporating sending signal to the one or more devices by selecting an icon as taught 
by Geaghan et al., in order to have sending a signal to the one or more devices further 
comprises selecting an icon representing the one or more devices on the touch screen, 
because Angle discloses a touch screen display for operating one or more downhole 
devices that allow the operator to manipulate the image to get a desired view (Col. 4, 
lines 37-56; Col. 7, lines 25-67; Col. 8, lines 1-34; Col. 14, lines 38-46; Col. 16, lines 61- 
67; Col. 17, lines 1-18) and Geaghan et al., a touch screen that user may selecting an 
icon representing different operation or devices. One skilled in the art realizes 
incorporating a touch screen for operator's interaction and monitoring the signal to 
confirm movement of the one or more downhole devices between positions provides 
would be a user friendly user interface and employing a touch screen for user interface 
is well known and widely used in various environments. 
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37 As to claim 15, the method of claim 13, further, Geaghan et al., discloses the 
touch screen comprises a touch sensor (Page 1, Par. 0007), controller (Page 3, Par. 
0034, lines 1-5, 21-23), and software driver (Page 1, Par. 0034, lines 20-21). 

38 Claims 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US Patent of Pia et al., (5,890,540) in view of US Patent of Angle (6,431,270) and 
further in view of US Patent of Zimmerman (6,109,357). 

39 As to claim 27, the method of claim 18, however, the combination of Pia et al., 
and Angle does not expressly disclose wherein each of the plurality of downhole 
devices has a fluid control line connected with the controller. In same field of endeavor, 
Zimmerman discloses a method for plurality of downhole devices having a fluid control 
line connected with the controller (Col. 1 , lines 48-67; Col. 2, lines 1-67; Items 24 and 
25 of figure 4; See figures 1a-f and 2a-c). 

It would have been obvious, to one skilled in the art, at the time of the invention 
to modify the combination of Pia et al., and Angle, by incorporating the a fluid control 
line for operation of downhole tools, as disclosed by Zimmerman, in order to have a 
method of operation of a downhole tool, the plurality of downhole devices having a fluid 
control line connected with the controller, because Pia et al., discloses a method of 
operation one or more downhole devices in a wellbore that may be operated and 
monitored from the surface having a fluid controller line and Zimmerman disclose a 
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method of operation a plurality of downhole devices having multiple fluid control lines 
connected with the controller. 

40 As to claim 28, the method of claim 27, further, Zimmerman discloses wherein a 
single fluid control line extends between the controller and the fluid source (Col. 2, lines 
45-48). 

41 As to claim 29, the method of claim 27, further, Zimmerman discloses comprising 
monitoring one or more conditions within the fluid control line of at least one of the 
plurality of downhole devices (Col. 2, lines 54-67). 

42 As to claim 30, the method of claim 29, further, Pia et al., discloses wherein the 
one or more conditions comprise at least one of pressure, time, total flow, and flow rate 
(Col. 2, lines 44-65; Col. 4, lines 24-29). 

43 As to claim 31 , the method of claim 29, further, Pia et al., discloses notifying the 
operator if operating the selected downhole device is not completed within an amount of 
time base on monitoring the one or more conditions (Col. 2, lines 44-56; Col. 4, lines 20- 
36). 

44 As to claim 32, the method of claim 29, further, Angle discloses displaying the 
one or more conditions on the.touch screen (Col. 14, lines 38-46). 
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Conclusion 

45 The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

46 Womer et al., (US # 6,944,547 B2) discloses a system and method for controlling 
operation of a drilling rig having a control management system, comprises programming 
the control system with at least one resource module, the at least one resource module 
having at least one operating model having at least one set of programmed operating 
rules related to at least one set of operating parameters. In addition, the system and 
method provide an authenticating hierarchical access to at least one user to the at least 
one resource module. 

47 Harrell et al., (US # 6,233,524 B1 ) discloses a closed-loop drilling system for 
drilling oilfield boreholes. The system includes a drilling assembly with a drill bit, a 
plurality of sensors for providing signals relating to parameters relating to the drilling 
assembly, borehole, and formations around the drilling assembly. Processors in the 
drilling system process sensors signal and compute drilling parameters based on 
models and programmed instructions provided to the drilling system that will yield 
further drilling at enhanced drilling rates and with extended drilling assembly life. The 
drilling system then automatically adjusts the drilling parameters for continued drilling. 
The system continually or periodically repeats this process during the drilling operations. 
The drilling system also provides severity of certain, dysfunctions to the operator and a 
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means for simulating the drilling assembly behavior prior to effecting changes in the 
drilling parameters. 

48 Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

49 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sisay Yacob whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
8562. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 AM - 
4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffery A. Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Sisay Yacob 
2/2/2007 




